Results of the 2018 CQ DX Marathon

BY JOHN SWEENEY,* K9EL/VA3CDX

hether you are a supporter of
WFT8 or want nothing to do with

it, this new mode had a major
impact on the 2018 CQ DX Marathon.
With truly bad band conditions in 2018,
we expected a significant drop in total
QSOs and lower overall scores. We did
see lower total scores but total QSOs
were essentially flat from 2017 and actu-
ally higher than 2016. More than half of
all QSOs in 2018 were made using dig-
ital modes, with the majority of those
being FT8. In 2016, digital QSOs made
up just 20% of the overall QSO total.

FT8 did bring some new hams to the
DX Marathon, but their FT8 QSOs clear-
ly came at the expense of phone QSOs,
which were 40% of all QSOs in 2015, yet
just 16% in 2018. Perhaps the weak-sig-
nal capabilities of FT8 allowed stations
with smaller antennas and lower power
to work more countries. North America
appeared to jump on the FT8 mode very
quickly as NA was the only continent to
record anincrease in overall participants
in 2018. Although fewer participants
submitted logs in 2018, as expected, the
people who did submit were very active.
The average number of QSOs per per-
son was up 20% over 2017 and identi-
cal to the level in 2015, when sunspot
activity was very good. Digital-only sub-
missions saw a big increase from just
5% of the total in 2015 to 15% in 2018.
Phone-only submissions dropped to just
6% of the total, while CW-only submis-
sions remained steady.

The maximum possible score in 2018
was 333, a slight increase over 2017.
Although signals may be weak, there is
still plenty of DX activity. Not surpris-
ingly, fewer high score records were
broken in 2018, but 22 new records is
still very impressive, considering the
band conditions. One of the new
records was a new 6-meter high score
set by I4EAT — 147 — more than the
highest 10- or 12-meter scores. The
majority of his QSOs were digital, pre-
sumably FT8. The 10-, 12-, and 15-
meter bands accounted for only 17% of
total DX Marathon QSOs in 2018,
reflecting the poor conditions on our
higher HF bands. Twenty, 30, and 40
meters accounted for 64% of all QSOs,

*email: k9el@comcast.net

Jim, K2JL, had the top worldwide Formula Class score in 2018 — very impres-
sive considering he had three major operations in 2018. Jim felt the DX Marathon
was very therapeutic — we agree. Jim was licensed in 1978 and has never run
more than 100 watts. Jim uses a TS590 plus various wires and a 43-foot verti-
cal antenna.

with 30 meters recording the largest
increase — 175%. The majority of the
30-meter QSOs were digital.

And the Winners Are...

Winning the DX Marathon takes a lot of
patience and time in front of the rig,
especially during periods of low
sunspots. Bill, K2TQC, seems to have
the right formula for winning — once
again Bill came out on top, making three
years in a row as top worldwide DX
Marathon scorer. Bill had a total score
of 326 — very impressive considering
the conditions. Confirming the broader
trend we saw in 2018, the majority of
Bill's QSOs were on CW and digital. In
second place, and a former Marathon
top place finisher, was Eduard,
OMBEY, who finished with a total score
of 323. Oms, PY5EG, finished third at
322. Rounding out the top five were
Serge, R6YY, in fourth place with a
score of 321; and Marvin, VE3VEE, with
a score of 318 in the fifth position. Serge
has placed in the top 5 for the last four
years. Marvin was also once again the
number-one finisher in the 20-meter
only category. Newcomers to the over-

all Top Ten worldwide include John,
K22J (6th), Graham, VK3GA (7th) and
Shin-ichi, JA@DAI (10th).

In the Limited Class category, con-
gratulations to Alex, EW7A, who
jumped from 14t place in 2017 to first
in 2018. His score of 274 was very
impressive in light of the current condi-
tions. Alex uses a hex beam for the
higher bands. Second and third place
positions went to newcomers to the top
three: WORF at 265 points and
PY2SPW at 255 points, respectively. In
Formula Class, 100-watt option, the
winner is James, K2JL, with a very
impressive score of 293 points. James
uses a 43-foot vertical and wires for his
antenna system. TA4RC finished sec-
ond with 273 points and HA7LJ finished
third with 261. Istvan (HA7LJ) has con-
sistently placed in the top three in
Formula Class. Working the Marathon
with wire antennas is a difficult chal-
lenge with no sunspots.

Even more difficult working DX are
those brave hams who do so with QRP
power. This year we saw another
decline in 5-watt submissions and aver-
age scores were also lower than in pre-



vious years. Congratulations to Karel, OK2FD, for winning
the QRP category with score of 262 points. Fulvio, IV3AOL,
repeated his second-place finish of last year with an impres-
sive 234 points, which was identical to his 2017 score.

Each year, about 25% of the DX Marathon participants
choose to submit scores for a single mode, and 2018 was
no exception. As noted above, phone submissions dropped
significantly while digital-only submissions almost doubled.
CW-only submissions were down slightly, but very close to
the annual average.

One person who seems to really enjoy CW is Lada,
OK2PAY, who, for the fourth year in a row, had the highest
overall CW-only score. The top North America CW score
went to John, K3MA, who finished just 5 points behind Lada.
Both Lada and John will soon hold beautiful DX Marathon
plagues for their efforts. Ken, W1NG, was 2 points behind
K3MA and continues his string of top CW finishes.

On phone, Bruno, PY6BA, in his first attempt at winning,
made a very strong effort and came in first with a score of
300. Gert, PA2LO, repeated his second-place finish from last
year with a very respectable score of 269.

Digital-only submissions were up 30% from 2018 and rep-
resented over half of the single-mode submissions. This is
a major change — in 2015 digital submission were only 5%
of the total entries. The digital-only category also saw the
only increase in high scores. The ability of FT8 to work weak
signals clearly was responsible for the score increases. The
top digital-only score was the same as phone and only a few
points behind the top CW score at 300. The winner of the
digital category once again is Jan, OM5XX, who increased
his 2017 score by 10 points to win the digital plaque. Coming
in second at 270 points was Piero, IK5FKF — always a top
contender in the digital category. Vlad, RZ10A, came in third
with 260 points.

In addition to the overall and mode plaques, each year we
award plaques to the top score on each continent plus the
highest score on each of the 10- through 80-meter bands.
Top honors for Africa once again went to EASAXT with his
307 points, just one point less than his 2017 score and high-
er than his 2016 winning score. In Asia, JAGDAI has never
finished lower than 4t in the last 5 years, but in 2018 had
the high score with 311, which is also his highest score in

TOP SCORES
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* = Certificate Winners
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the last 5 years. The battle for the Europe’s top score is
always close but, once again, OM3EY came out on top with
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very intense competition on the 15-meter band, but PU2WSQ
came out on top with an impressive 226 points and PU2WDF
followed in second place with 225 points. Seventeen meters
proved to be a good DX band with Oscar, EA1DR, winning
the top spot with an amazing score of 287. VE3VEE was
once again the king of 20 meters with the very good score
of 318. Twenty meters was definitely the hot band of 2018,
as Marvin’s 20-meter only score put him in a tie for 5t place
overall worldwide. PY2ADR took top honors on 30 meters
with a high score of 252. It was nice to see so many 30-meter
submissions in 2018. Bob, W9KNI, continued his winning
ways with the high 40-meter score of 297, slightly below
2017’s winning score, but all his QSOs were phone or CW
— no FT8. The 80-meter plaque was won by N3QE with a
score of 188. Congratulations to all of the single-band plaque
winners. The top 160-meter score of 182 will earn W1TC a
nice certificate for taking top honors on the top band. Once
again, 14EAT was king of 6 meters with his score of 147,
which is higher than the top 10- and 12-meter scores and 9
points higher than his 2017 winning 6-meter score.

In 2017, we awarded 106 DX Marathon certificates in var-
ious categories, including the top continental score for each
of the three modes, top score in each country, top score in
each CQ zone, top score in each Canadian call district plus
the top score in each U.S. call area for each of the four DX
Marathon classes. For 2018, we added certificates for the
top single-mode score in the U.S. The detailed listings
showing all certificate winners are available on the DX
Marathon and CQ websites. Congratulations to all the 2018
certificate winners.

Although propagation was down in 2018, there were 22
new DX Marathon records set by participants. New records

TOP SCORES: CONTINENTAL MODE, USA &
CANADA CALL
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included 11 new country records, six
new continental mode records, two
Formula Class 5-watt option records
plus new records for highest 6-meter,
club competition, and Zone 10. Even
with reduced conditions, breaking
records is still very possible.

In the popular club competition, the
CDR Groupin Brazil again took top hon-
ors while setting a new club score
record. The battle for second place was
very close, with the Rio DX Group beat-
ing the Northern lllinois DX Association
by only 130 points. NIDXA is the spon-
sor of the top three DX Marathon
plagues. Don’t forget to include your
club name on your 2019 DX Marathon
submission.

Error Rates Drop

Each year the DX Marathon website
publishes a large amount of informa-
tion to help participants minimize errors
in their submissions. The Helpful Hints
page can be accessed from the DX
Marathon home page. In 2018, we pub-
lished approximately 1,500 callsign
exceptions and notes to help every par-
ticipant reduce the number of errors in
their submissions. We also recom-
mend that you regularly update your
logging program callsign database if it
has one. Unusual callsign prefixes
seem to multiply every year, so updat-
ing your program’s database is critical
to properly determining the DX location
and/or Zone.

Fabricio, PU2WSQ, is active on all
modes and primarily operates the 10-,
12-, 15-meter bands from his QTH in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. He is shown holding the
plaque for top 15-meter score in 2017.

In 2018, the number of participants
with no errors was about the same as
2017 — 22%, but we did see a signifi-
cant drop in the overall QSO error rate
to 1.7% — the lowest ever recorded in
the DX Marathon since electronic scor-
ing was initiated. Perhaps more partic-
ipants are using the information we pro-
vide on the DX Marathon website, plus
there is less chance of callsign errors
when operating on FT8. The highest
error category in 2018 was wrong coun-

try, which accounted for nearly 29% of
all score reductions. There were many
unique callsigns used in 2018, so it is
critical to review your DX Marathon sub-
mission carefully.

The second highest error category
was wrong zone at 27%. Confusion with
U.S. zonesis one of the biggest sources
of zone errors. It is very important to
note that U.S. callsign numbers are no
longer required to match their QTH. A
W6 could bein New York, oraKL7 could

COUNTRY WINNERS

Callsign is followed by score
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PA3FOQA.........

Note: Top scorers in some
. countries received plaques.
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Vassilis, SV1CNS, is shown here holding his 2017 plaque for winning Formula
Class, 100-watt option. Vassilis has been a very active DXer for many years with
a multitude of DX awards.




Bruno, PY6BA, has been an active ham since 1994, primarily chasing DX with
some nice antennas. He clearly worked hard in 2018 as he had the top phone
score and will soon have a DX Marathon plaque in his shack.

bein PuertoRico. Inadditiontothe U.S.,
there are many special callsigns in
Russia that do not follow the traditional
callsign mapping, thus creating many
errorsinzones 16,17, 18, and 19. Zone
2 also continues to be a problem. Very
few VE2 stations are actually located in
Zone 2 — most are in Zone 5. The DX
Marathon website does list the most
active Zone 2 stations.

UNLIMITED CLASS OM5XX
Callsign Countries  Zones Score ZL2IFB
K2TQC 286 40 326 W5IF
OM3EY 283 40 323 PR8ZX
PY5EG 282 40 322 PY5DK
R6YY 281 40 321 WOKNI
VE3VEE 278 40 318 0H4UI
K2zJ 278 40 318 K5BG
VK3GA 273 40 313 KINB
K9NU 273 40 313 N6WT
PA3FQA 272 40 312 PY7DJ
JAGDAI 271 40 31 AA9A
DL5AN 270 40 310 DL1NKS
9A2AJ 270 40 310 OE1SGU
EVIR 269 40 309 1Z5CML
WIILY 269 40 309 DJ9ZB
K5EK 268 40 308 EA1DR
0K2PAY 267 40 307 W60u
EABAXT 268 39 307 W4QN
M@NKR 267 39 306 HB9BYQ
SQ8N 266 40 306 W@RIC
K3RA 265 40 305 KCBAWX
0K2SG 263 40 303 K1PTF
N2BJ 264 39 303 PY2COY
O0H2BLD 263 40 303 N4EFS
YB5QZ 263 40 303 N6RV
FA4ESV 263 40 303 NI3P
K3MA 262 40 302 WIMK
WO7R 262 40 302 DL6DH
CT1IUA 261 40 301 PYBTS
N6JV 261 39 300 0z7YY
PY6BA 262 38 300 K8AJS
WING 260 40 300 NU8Z

Invalid callsigns and Busted Calls
were the next highest error categories.
Unfortunately, the number of bad and
incorrect DX Spots seems to be on the
increase. We also saw an increase in
the number of pirates active on the
bands. When logging a QSO from a DX
spot, listen carefully to the DX station to
make sure the callsign is logged cor-
rectly, 40% of all point subtractions

260 40 300 AA4SC 233
261 39 300 YO3APJ 235
259 40 299 VE3UTT 234
258 40 298 VE2BR 232
262 36 298 VK3BDX 232
257 40 297 A92GE 231
259 38 297 IKSFKF 231
255 40 295 PA2LO 231
255 40 295 9A2EU 228
254 40 294 W4JS 229
254 39 293 HK3W 231
253 39 292 VK3SIM 227
252 37 289 0Z2ABI 227
249 40 289 K6XT 227
250 38 288 PY4HO 225
247 40 287 K6YK 226
247 40 287 HAOHW 225
248 39 287 0Z1HX 223
246 40 286 OE4VIE 223
248 38 286 CT3MD 224
245 38 283 TA2LG 238
242 40 282 RZ10A 221
24 40 281 LY2MM 219
241 39 280 VK3VT 218
242 38 280 N5ZC 217
240 39 279 ND9G 216
238 40 278 WS7L 216
238 40 278 YFOCDL 220
237 40 277 VK2CA 215
238 38 276 WX6V 215
235 40 275 W7WM 214
235 40 275 VE5UA 214
234 40 274 R9AB 215

Results 2018 CQ DX Marathon

were due to busted or incorrect call-
signs. Some invalid callsigns may have
been busted calls that were so bad that
we could not determine the real callsign.
Once again, there were many mix-ups
between “0” (Zero) and “O” (Oh). The
computer is not forgiving, so check your
log carefully.

There are also mix-ups in dates, with
different parts of the world using differ-
ent date formats. The database that is
used for scoring the DX Marathon
includes startand end dates for all major
expeditions, so please ensure that
dates and times are properly logged
along with the callsign, country, and
zone for each QSO. Not-in-log reduc-
tions dropped significantly from 2017.
With more logs being posted online, it
is easy to check if you are in the log
before entering that QSO in the DX
Marathon. We do publish a lot of help-
ful information on the DX Marathon
website, but there is nothing we can do
to make sure you are in the log.

As partofthisissue you will find acom-
plete listing of all scores plus a listing of
the top scores in all available cate-
gories. The DX Marathon website will
include additional information and
details on the 2018 results plus photos
of plaque winners as they become avail-
able. For any questions or comments
about the DX Marathon, please contact
the author. Thank you for your partici-
pation in 2018 and best of luck in 2019!

273 PY2AE 213 40 253
273 Kz21 214 38 252
273 W90A/9 213 39 252
27 PY2ADR 212 40 252
271 W7YAQ 212 39 251
270 WA5VGI 212 39 251
270 W7CD 213 38 251
269 VE10P 210 39 249
268 W9zCL 212 37 249
268 KOMK 209 40 249
268 KAGBIM 209 39 248
267 OD5YA 208 40 248
266 K7MTR 208 40 248
266 EASHRV 211 35 246
265 W4HY 207 39 246
264 PAGINA 209 37 246
264 PY40Y 206 39 245
263 CTHILT 204 39 243
262 W6XK 204 39 243
261 WS1L 205 38 243
261 ONGSAT 206 36 242
260 K9RR 204 37 241
258 VE3ZZ 205 36 241
257 VK3AWG 202 39 241
257 SQ3MZM 205 36 241
256 GI4DOH 201 39 240
255 PY2APK 200 40 240
255 N4MIK 201 38 239
254 K9ARZ 208 31 239
254 WIAJT 201 38 239
254 WA4JQS 200 38 238
253 NJ6G 199 39 238
253 EI7CC 198 39 237




PY2CN
N9JV
FS/WIMK
PYOMT
PT2ARR
TAAMA
PU2UGO
WK3N
W4auw
PUBMRS
NOEP
PY2TTE
PY1CDR
PY2CAZ
K9ANN
PP5BZ
PY2EMI
AF4T
PTIIR
PY2VH
FS/K9EL
K7EMI
PYGFW
PY2SEI
PY5FB
IW2CAM
PU2MBO
PY2ABN
FS/KONU
PU2WDX
PYINS
PU1KDX
FS/WOILY
PU9ATH
PT8CW
PR8KW
PY2AP
PUIMIL
PY5XH
W4TO
PY4ME
PU90JZ
PY20AL
TC630MECCA
PJ2/W9VA

LIMITED CLASS - 100W OPTION
Callsign Countries

EW7A
WIRF
PY2SPW
HAGIV
PY1SX
IK2RPE
PY2RJ
K5DC
TA4SO
PY2MSR
PP5XA
PP5AM
PU2WSQ
PU2WDF
LUSHA
YV6BXN
PY2X0
YV5EN
NOTF
CT7AQS
VU2AE
SP3AM
TA2LP
TASFA
WT8E
PU2RTO
LX1TI
G4AYU
N7RD
K9QvB/9
PY4Z0
PY1AX
WA3WZR
PU5SKGB
PY5IP
LW5DR
KI1U
SP5CGN
K3HW
PP5TG
PT7ZT
YC6JRT
PU2STZ
YD@SDD
SP3BGD
AF5CC
K4IE
TA3AER
HC5VF

235
227
220
217
213
208
212
209
208
197
197
197
192
194
187
187
183
182
181
174
175
175
169
165
170

19 59
19 58
17 58
16 57
16 57
22 56
20 56
20 55
15 55
15 54
15 52
17 52
16 47
13 46
12 45
14 43
16 43
15 40
13 32
12 28
10 28
7 27
10 22
8 21
7 20
8 20
6 1
5 10
3 7
3 6
Zones Score
39 274
38 265
35 255
37 254
39 252
40 248
36 248
38 247
38 246
39 236
39 236
37 234
34 226
31 225
35 222
34 221
37 220
37 219
37 218
37 211
36 211
35 210
38 207
37 202
32 202
34 201
37 198
32 192
35 190
35 185
35 184
34 183
30 182
36 180
31 178
34 172
30 171
32 170
31 169
30 169
31 167
37 166
31 165
33 164
38 162
30 160
32 159
35 158
30 157



TC3HQ 61
AE7U 56
ZYSWAS 44
AL7GI 49
PY1LU 31
PPSEI 31
PPSFE 21
PT7APM 22
TA3BATE 16
PU5LCP 15
PS2F 10
PU2XMY 10
PU2TRX 5
PY1EI 8
PTITW 4

17
22
20
10
15
13
15
12
14
11
9
9
5
1
4

FORMULA CLASS - 100W OPTION

Callsign Countries

K2JL 253
TA4RC 235
HA7LJ 222
YV50IE 220
TA1CM 222
K1RI 219
5P1KZX 208
SP3AU 200
PY5DD 193
PP2RON 186
AD1C 184
JATIRH 183
CX3AL 180
ES4RLH 170
YV4BCD 174
KG5THG 170
IN3FHE 17
AC7P 165
N1AM 166
€02Qu 157
NOLJX 158

Score

PJ7AA

Cos5LB 90
2EQOXF 94
PG1R 93
W7FKI 86
PY1JR 77
K2zL 73
OK1BLU 7
PYGUL 68
PU5SVE 7
AI3KS 69
KE7AUB 51
W4HZD 53
KB2GCG 54
PU2UAH 46
TA3LKC 48
PR3CDR 32
K4EPC 35
PY1IR 26

FORMULA CLASS - 5W OPTION

Callsign Countries

OK2FD 222
IV3AOL 197
K8zZT 187
W8QzZA 173
Kz3l 70
K4AR 31

LATE, SWL and CHECK LOGS

Callsign Countries

K9EL 276
HAQBRD1 239
K7ACZ 210
N4KC 155
XE2AU 130
ZP5DNB 113
KG1GEM 38
KE4QCM 32

26 116
22 116
19 112
25 111
23 100
24 97
19 96
25 93
18 89
17 86
27 78
19 72
17 7
16 62
10 58
11 43
7 42
16 42
Zones Score
40 262
37 234
35 222
35 208
17 87
13 44
Zones Score
40 316
39 278
38 248
34 189
31 161
32 145
20 58
23 55




